
• 

• 

• 

WASHINGTON ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, P. 0. Box 84, 'UNIVERSITY STATION, SEATTLE'. 98/05 

NEWSLETTER VOLUME XIV, NUMBER 4 DECEMBER, 1970 

CONTENTS: Annual Report, 1970 •••••••••••••••••••• John Koruga 

The Collection of Northwest Coast Art in the 

Museo Pigorini, Rome ••••••••••••••Del Nordquist 

Minutes from the Annual Fall Meeting of the 

Washington State Archaeological Council, 1970. 

Central Washington State College, Ellensburg • 



• 

• 

• 

2 

Washington Archeological Society 1970 Report 

This particular year has been marked by several highs and lows. At 
tim·as it seemed as if we were digging in rock and making little 
headway. At other times it was much like going through sand or 
making a rich surface find. 

Through the continued courtesy of the University Federal Savings 
and Loan Association, we were able to hold meetings on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month, October through May, except for a com
bined November-December dinner meeting which was held at the 
Crabapple Restaurant in Bellevue. 

The low point of the year was the announcement by our President, 
Forester Uoodruff, that it was necessary for him to leave Seattle 
for employment. With the help of several of our "able standbys", 
we made it through the year. 

Programs during ·the year were varied and informative. Dick 
Daugherty spoke to a joint Community College and Society meeting 
on the Cape Alva site. Astride Ona·t showed slides and discussed 
the Fishtown Site on the Skagit River. Dr. Kr~eger and Dave 
Munsell reported on the Conway Site and Dr. Krieger also informed 
us about the proposed dams' on the Snoqualmie River, in addition 
to being our featured banquet speaker on ·the topic of the Calico 
Hills site. 

John Putnam got several members to thinking more seriously about 
classification problems through his sessions with assorted "nuts, . 
bolts, screws and what have you." Mark Rosen's slides on midwestern 
mounds gave variety to our efforts in understanding other tech
niques of excavation. Professor Greengo ·reported on his work in 
Mexico and showed excellent colored slides ·of the area and arti
facts recovered. Throughout the year's meetings members who had 
traveled made comments on their trips. 

Del Nordquist, our Public~ tions Editor, announced with pride our 
participation in publishing "The Sunset Creek Site (45-KT-28) and 
its place in plateau prehistory" by Charles M. Nelson. 

Our relationship with the Washington State Archeological Council 
and possible archeological legislation were frequent topics of 
discussion during the year. 

The following persons were nominated for office: John Koruga, 
President; Don Miles, Vice President; Connie. Wood, Secretary; 
Mona Biddell, Treasurer, and were elected. 

Attendance at the monthly meetings averaged about twenty-five 
persons and there was an increase in membership during the year • 
Summer activities included a visit to Englishman's Camp on San 
Juan Island and The Ozette Site on the Pacific Coast. 
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THE COLLECTION OF NORTHWEST COAST ART 
IN THE MUSEO PIGORINI, ROME 

Del Nordquist 

T~ finq N~rthwest Coast Indian art in Rome, Italy, seemed somewhat unlikely, yet 
it was there, mostly a result of museum exc·hange. Tucked away a few blocks from 
the Roman ·Pantheon, and less than a block · off the busy .theroughfare Via del Corso 
which leads to the Piazza Venezia and the Vittori6 'Emanuele II Mon~ment, is the 
Museo Pigorini •. Hachette's World Guide f4'r Italy describes it thus; 

"Go past the college to the r. by the street of the same name 
where (No. 27) you· see the entrance ·to the Victor Emm~nuel 
T_,ibra!'y and the PIGORINI MUSEUM OF ETIINOGRAPHY A~1D PRE-HISTORY 
(open 9 to 2 exc. Mon: 9 to 1 Sun.). 

"The LIBRARY contains 1,500,000 ·volumes and pamphlets, 27,000 
manuscripts, an~ 1,877 early books. 

"The MUSEUM (on the upper floor, now due for transfer to the 
E. U. R., p. 567), founded in the 17th cent. PY Father Athanasius 
Kircher, S.J., has been enlarged by the et)llections of L • . Pigorini 

·and ranks as one of the chief libraries of this kind in Europe. 
-- The ethnographical museum is notable for collect ions from 

·Oceania and Abyssinia. -- The mus~urn of pre-history is rich in 
exhibits from Italian pre-hioto~y and Illustrates-t'iie development 
of civilization in the peninsula. Exhibits are classified 
chroru>lGgically and geographically." 

P. 518, 1965 edition. 

From the foregoing it seemed easy enough t~ find time in a 14-day art study tour 
of Roma for a look at any American Indian or Eskimo collectiGns there. Following 
a vis it to the Church of the S. Marfa Sopra Minerva, in whose court the famous 
Bernini Obelisk superimposed on the back of an elephant, I finally found tha 
entrance to the museum--like all other entrances insignificant and marked by a 
very small sign. Four of us went there in expectation of finding something 
interesting •. Although it was about 1:00 p.m., the museum was closed. We knew 
that most Italians were taking their afternoon break, all except those in restau
rants, shops, and museums catering to .tourists. Ringing the bell was of no avail, 
so having learned a few Roman ways; I po~nded ' the door in a mild frenzy. Finally 
an attendant arrived and asked what we wanted. He seemed surpris·ed that we should 
ask the obvious! "Wasn't the museum supposed · to be open?'• He stood with only a 
perplexed look and a lack (')f understanding.. Knowing little Italian, !.-tried French 
and crossed the language barrier only to find that the muaeum would not be open in 
spite of the guide. There was little we could drt, so we retired to a small 
trattoria for lunch to plan a new strategy another day. 

• 

• 

A week later, negotiations were made on my behalf· by the assistant director of the 
Italian Fulbright Commission in Rome, SenGr ·Luigi Filadoro.- to the director of the • 
Pigorini. A day was set; I arrived once again shortly after noon and was taken to 
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From The Ethnographic Catalogue, Pigorini Museum, Rome. 
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t he of f ice of Professore Sestieri. Forthwith I was introduced to the curator ~f 
American Ethnography, Senorina Valeria Petrucci, an expert on Parut' who escort~a 
me through the halls to the North American section. Boxes stood in the hnlls, 
full of various collections. Only in one s13ction was there material on display 
behind glass. Senorina Petrucci arranged for an attendant, who openecl cases at 
my request 1 and supervised my every move. 

The largest single ethnological collect:i.on represented Eskimo, which from the way 
they were displayed must have been in the museum for more than a quarter century. 
From the State of Washington there was a collection of Makah artifacts collected 
by Captain Jacobsen, 1882; Frank (London) 1899; and J. G. Swan, 1861. Most of 
these were probably given to the museum in exchange for Italian materials as shown 
by a National Museum mark of 1892. Among the Makah materials were: 

a D-adze with a bone haft 

one detachable harpoon point made of chipped, 
red jasper with a bone f oreshaft 

a detachable harpoon with a shell point 

The Northwest Coast materials were in two sections, the main collection of tools 
and implements in the N~l"th American arGa, which included a tokwa or rock crystal 
collected by Niblack in Juneau, 1892; and a newly displayed group of items closer 
to th~ entrance of the American section. The latter were the only ones lighted 
and organiz:ad i.n a contemporary technique. This display contained those artifactn 
illustrated and the following: 

1 wooden trench~r 

2 carved wooden halibut hooks 

1 D-adze 

1 carved circular argillite dish 

1 carved argill ite re lief (unfinished pipe?) 

2 bone clubs (Nootkan type) 

1 hoop rattle with deer hooves 

1 horn spoon 

Several Tlingit and Haida baskets 

I proceeded to draw most of the unique art forms; i.e. "Soul catchers" and mono
lithic daggers to the dismay of my attendant. He was obviously in a hurry to get 
off to some bar on the noon break. Suddenly it occurred to him that a catalogue 
had illustrated those same items. In deference to his willingness to run the 
drawings through a copy machine, I gave up sketching and took the reproductions 
and left--one hour in the Pigorini, all too little time to make a significant 
report on Northwest Coaot collections. 



6 

The accqmpanying illustrations are from: 

La Collezione Etnografica del Prof. Enrico Hillyer Giglioli 

Part II 

_ Citta ·di Castello Coi Tipi Della Societa Tipografica 

Editrice Coop. Fir.enze 1912 
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Minutes 

Washington State Archeological Council 

Annual Fall Meeting, 1970 

The \'ISAC met on November 7, 1970 at Central Washington State College, Ellensburg 
Washington. The meeting was called to order by James Alexander at 10:45 AM. 
The minutes of the previous meeting \·Iere read by Astrida Onat. Council members 
present were: 

Old Business: 

Dr. William C. Smith 
Astrida R. Onat 
Harvey S. Rice 
Brian Holmes 
Jeanne l1elch 
John Koruga 
J\nn Sleight 

Dr. Robert E. Greengo 
James Alexander 

Dr. Garland Grabert 

Central l'!SC 
Seattle Central Community College 
t~shington State University 
Highline Community Co 11 ege 
Independent 
Seattle North Community College 
Olympic Community College 
University of Washington 
Central Washington SC 
Western WSC 

The first item on the agenda was the invitation from the Department of Ecology 

• 

for a proposal from Washington state archeologists concerning the possible • 
relationship between the Department and archeology in the state. Discussion 
centered around the proposal as formulated by the Executive Co1mnittee and a 
proposal presented by Dr. Richard D. Daugherty. Since both proposals cover 
essentially the same points a committee \\fas selected to integrate the proposals 
into a form \'lhich could be presented to the Department of Ecology. The 
Committee consisted of Garland Grabert, James Alexander, Harvey Rice, and 
William C. Smith. The Suggested J\rcheological Program for the Department of 
Ecology is attached. (The Suggested Program has been sent to the Department 
of Ecology). 

The second item of the agenda was the report from the Ad Hoc Committee 
appointed to study the possible incorporation of the l'JSAC into the l'lashington 
Archeological Society. John Koruga and Astrida Onat, members of the l'lJ\S, re
ported that the society was at this time unprepared to take on the task of re
organizing itself to the extent of including and organization of institutions 
such as the Council. It might hmvever entertain a similar proposal in the 
future. It was suggested that all Council members join the WJ\S and thus 
strengthen its position as a truly representative amateur/professional organ
ization. 

Dr. Robert E. Greengo brought up the point of the legal non-existence of the 
WSAC and moved that the Council, like the WAS, be incorporated. James 
Alexander seconded the motion. Lengthy discussion followed on the feasibility 
of incorporating an organization of institutions. There has already been 
much difficulty in obtaining dues from most institutions represented on the • 
Council. William Smith then moved to amend the motion: The membership 
structure of the WSAC as set forth in the Constitution and By-Laws should be 
altered to provide votes for individual members. Some objections were made to 
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Minutes - Washington State Archaeological Council 

the amendment due to the fact the motion as amended would change the en
tire structure of the Council and possibly its function as envisioned by 
the founders of the organization. After much discussion the above motion 
and amendment were withdrawn and a new motion was presented by Dr. R.E. Greengo: 

The Council membership should explore the feasibility of incor
porating the Council by consulting with member institutional 
administrations. The implications of changing the voting 
membership to include individual members should also be ex
plored. Members are to report their findings at the J\nnual 
Spring meeting of the Council in Moscow, Idaho. 

The motion was seconded by Brian Holmes and passed unanimously. 

The third iten on the agenda concerned the archeological research 
center at WSU proposed by Dr. Richard D. Daugherty at the Special 
meeting J\ugust 15, 1970. Harvey S. Rice reported that due to the 
economic climate in the State, obtaining funds was difficult, however, 
DT. Daugherty was working on the establishment of the proposed center. 
William Smith moved that the Council extend a vote of confidence to 
Dr. Daugherty in his work on the archeological research center to read 
as follows: 

We extend to Dr. Richard D. Daugherty a vote of confidence 
with regard to his efforts in connection with the establish
ment of a Statewide Archeological Research Center as pro
posed at the Special Meeting of the Council, August 15, 1970; 
and we urge him, in consultation with the Executive Committee 
of the Council to proceed with the organization of the in
stitutional and interinstitutional framework of this Center 
in order that federal funds as well as state funds can be 
sought. 

The motion was seconded by John Koruga and approved unanimously. 

New Business: Election of Officers 

:\ committee was appointed to nominate a slate of candidates for the 
Executive Committee. The nominations are to be mailed to the member
ship. The votes for each candidate will be tabulated before the Annual 
Spring meeting in Moscow, Idaho. The newly elected Executive Committee 
will be announced at the Annual Spring meeting. The nominating cor.unittee 
consisted of James Alexander, Garland Grabert, Harvey S. Rice and 
William Smith. 

Brian Holmes made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 
seconded by William Smith and approved unanimously • 

Respectfully submitted, 

Astrida R. Onat, Secretary 


