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Archaeological Investigations Near Bellingham 

At Semiahmoo the presence of human occupance appears at an early point in 
the sand spit construction. A radiocarbon sample from the apfroximate base 
of the cultural strata has been submitted to the lab at Western. It should 
put some of the material into a time perspective. 

As to materials recovered -- several stemmed and lanceolate points of basalt, 
with a small abundance of bone artifacts. Aside from the projectile points, 
there has been little diagnostic of particular cultural phases as defined on 
the Fraser Delta and the San Juans. An impressionistic viewpoint is that the 
material expresses occupation of about the last two millenia. In terms of 
the geomorphological relationships seen there, Maurice Schwarz and I both 
feel that the occupation began during a period of late minor sea-level oscil
lation as proposed by Fairbridge. 

My own work has focused on two aspects of inland sites this summer; one stra
tified site (45-WH-34) near Ferndale was excavated, and several miles of the 
Nooksack surveyed with positive results. Six, and possibly a seventh addi
tional site, were added to the locality roster. The excavated site yielded 
occupation based on a paleosol of the flood plain, with materials consisting 
of flake and pebble implements in limited number, and an assemblage of lan
ceolate and stennned points comparable to Mayne Phase Materials from the Gulf 
Islands and adjacent mainland with intrusive artifacts of Marpole aspect. 
The latter consists of antler harpoons with line guird and unilateral barbs 
and small bone carvings. Some smaller shouldered points of basalt were 
accompaniments. Four more charcoal samples from this and Birch Bay sites 
have been selected for assay. 

A second aspect is the plotting of all known and new finds of stone bowls, 
effigies, and non-utilitarian "art work." Several geographic-environmental 
foci can apparently be discerned, though a much larger sample is desired. 
It is planned to prepare a manuscript showing these finds, illustrating them, 
and showing their relationship to the known habitation sites of the localities. 

Three radiocarbon assays for the Cherry Point site have been received. All 
pertain to the shell midden component. They range as follows; ca. 1300 years; 
1640 years, and 2370 years. A deeper component is still undated. 

G.F. Grabert 
Associate Prof. of Anthropology 
Department Chairman 

November 3, 1972 
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ALPOWA PROJECT 1972 

With the completion of Lower Granite Dam in mid 1975 the inundation of the lower 
Snake River region will be complete. The rising water will signal the end of a 
program of salvage archeology begun in 1948 by the Smithsonian Institute and, 
since 1958, carried out by the National Park Service through Washington State 
University. Alpawayma or Timothy's Village has been selected as the last site 
along the lower Snake River to undergo extensive excavation. The decision to 
devote three field seasons to one site was based on the fact that the least known 
time period in the cultural chronology of the lower Snake River region is the 
late prehistoric/early historic period. 

Located eight miles downstream from the confluence of the Snake and Clearwater 
Fivers, near the mouth of Alpowa Creek, Alpawayma was strategically situated at 
a major river crossing on the "Big Nez Perce Trail" known as Red Wolf's Crossing. 
The aboriginal Nez Perce Trail was used extensively by the whites as they moved 
into the region ·after 1805. Few journals of these early travelers fail to men
tion the village at Red Wolf's Crossing and its "headman" known as Timothy. Be
sides adopting Christianity, Timothy brought notoriety to himself and his band by 
becoming an agriculturist. The irrigated orchards, melon patches, and corn fields 
tended by Timothy's band were the envy of white settlers for miles around. 

Although Timothy was allowed to retain possession of his land, by 1870 few Nez 
Perce remained in the Alpowa area, having been forced out by white settlers. A 
ferry was put into operation and in 1891 a town called Alpowa City was platted 
and began to grow. Soft fruit and wheat became the economic backbone of the 
connnunity which changed its name to Silcott. Like so many small agriculturally 
oriented connnunities Silcott thrived until the advent of good roads and rapid 
transportation in the 1920s. Thus Silcott slowly withered away leaving nothing 
in its wake but a barren alfalfa field. 

This past SUimller the old town of Silcott was jarred from its slumber by a group 
of archeologists and students from Washington State University. The project, 
which was run as an archeological field school, was directed by Frank Leonhardy 
and Dave Brauner. There were three sites excavated during the eight week field 
session. These were, Timothy's Village (45AS82), Alpowa City (45AS87), and 
"The Pig Farm" (45AS78). 

The bulk of the projects' energy went into large scale testing of Timothy's 
Village. The purpose of this testing was to define the limits of the site both 
spatially and chronologically and to locate features such as living floors and 
structural remains. The results of eight weeks of intensive excavation were 
frustrating in some respects and encouraging in others. The historic and late 
prehistoric components we had hoped to find were present but highly mixed in 
a plow zone. Artifacts generally ascribed to the Numipu or Piqunin phases were 
infrequent below the plow zone. The bulk of the diagnostic material associated 
with the living floors below the plow zone point to a late Harder phase occu
pation • 
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SCABLANDS PROJECT NEAR RITZVILLE 

Archeological research in the Channeled Scablands of Eastern Washington has 
been relatively neglected in years past when viewed in the light of the Columbia 
and Snake River salvage projects of recent decades. Interest in the Scablands 
prehistory has been renewed recently by the activities of Glen and Lorraine 
Greene, graduate students in the Washington State University Department of 
Anthropology. 

The Greenes are involved in an archeological survey of several miles of Cow 
Creek drainage in the Scablands near Ritzville. The work is being conducted 
on the ranchlands of Jacob and Thomas Harder. The project is under the direction 
of Dr. Richard D. Daugherty, Dr. Frank C. Leonhardy, Washington State University 
Laboratory of Anthropology, and Dr. Henry W. Smith, Department of Soil Sciences, 
Washington State University. 

To date, 24 sites have been located, mapped and tested. The inventory of pre
viously dated artifact sytles, mainly projectile points known from the Snake 
River excavations, reflect a late occupation for the area. Aboriginal use of 
the middle Cow Creek area seems to fall into the post 1,000 A.D. range. How
ever, formal analysis of the material has not yet begun. 

Additional Scabland work is being done by Greene. An archeological survey of 
a portion of the lower Crab Creek south of the Potholes Reservoir began on the 
27th of November, 1972. The project is of salvage nature. The widening of 
Crab Creek by the Bureau of Reclamation will probably destroy some of the archae
ological sites along the stream. The material salvaged from the area will be 
used as a comparative collection with the Cow Creek material, and Daugherty's 
O'Sullivan Dam material of two decades ago. The end product of these efforts 
will be the doctoral dissertation of Greene's, which will hopefully enable pre
historians to better understand the aboriginal use of the Channeled Scablands. 

Glen Greene 
Washington State University 
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The largest of three house pits located during the excavations (10 meters in 
diameter) falls within the Harder phase. It has two floors, each with a pre
pared central hearth area. Bone preservation was excellent adding to an 
already sizable inventory of stone artifacts. The superstructure of this house 
partially burned thus preserving some of the support beams and fragments of 
grass matting. 

The two remaining house pits have only been partially excavated. They are both 
circular with an approximate diameter of 6 meters. One house stratigraphically 
underlies the Harder phase house, and the tool inventory indicates a possible 
Tucannon phase occupation. The remaining house appears to be later stratigraph
ically than either of the other two. The surface from which it originated has 
been incorporated in the plow zone. 

Garbage pits were numerous over the entire site. These pits are associated 
with the migrant worker occupation of the site from early 1930s to the present. 

Four small pits filled with burned corn cobs were discovered. These features 
are thought to be associated with the Indian occupation of the site and date 
after 1840. 

Alpowa City is adjacent to and partially overlapping Timothy's Village. One 
structure, a general store, was partially excavated. The amount of material 
recovered was totally unexpected. A depression next to the store and a cellar 
associated with the main structure yielded over 10,000 artifacts. Preservation 
was excellent allowing recovery of leather goods as well as labels on many of 
the bottles and cans. The material dates between 1910 and 1920. 

45AS78 is located on an alluvial fan ~ mile below the mouth of Alpowa Creek. 
Artifacts recovered in a road suggested the presence of a good Cascade component. 
The site contained an extensive Pigunin component which was time consuming to 
excavate. The field season came to an end before the deeply buried and widely 
scattered Cascade component could be satisfactorally tested. 

David Brauner 
Washington State University 



~ • 

• 

Plate III. Artifact s from 45-KP-9, near Bremerton (actual size) • 


