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INDIANS & ARTilACTS
By .Astrida Onat
When I started looking at the Skagit Delta area in terms of archaeological excavation, one of the first persons I contacted was Tandy Wilbur, business manager
for the Swinomish Indian Reservation. Mr. Wilbur, or Tandy, is usually the first
person one meets in official contacts with the reservation. He was encouraging
in his support of my archaeological plans. He was also glad, as an Indian, to
have been consulted about any archaeological activity which was to take place in
the Skagit area. Since The Swinomish Reservation is composed of several groups
from differenct parts of the Skagit River Valley, I would be dealing with the
remains of all of their ancestors.
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Subsequent to the contacts made with Tandy in 1968, I instituted a program to inform and educate as much of the population of the immediate area in archaeological
endeavors ~s . possible. This was done by encouraging visits to the excavation and
through news articles in local newspapers. The local population of course included
the Indian community. In fact, the steadiest stream of visitors to our site at
Fishtown for the next three years was composed primarily of Indians. Each year
several groups of children from the reservation summer school were brought on
field trips to the site. They ''helped" the students who were digging. Adulta in
a variety of programs and as individuals also visited the site. I gave numerous
talks about local archaeology to a variety of service clubs and a variety of
groups on the reservation. Together, we have started making plans for a Puget
Sound Indian Museum on the Swinomish Reservation. Hopefully, the plans will be
put into effect before long. The museum will be built to safely house the
individual collections of artifacts on the Reservation, the materisls exc~vated
by SCCC, as well as other collections of local materials which are privately
owned or housed in the overcrowded archives of other institutions.
Also during the past years in the Skagit area, the dig students and I have enjoyed
participating in various celebrations at the Swinomish Reservation, and in hearing
speakers from the reservation giving their knowledge of the local area and their
views of archaeology. We have especially enjoyed visiting the only operating
native American fish trap in the Northwest area.
During the four years that SCCC operated a field school at Fishtown in th~ Skagit
.?.rca 01.!r relations with local inhabitants, including native Americans, have be·:~n
excellent. This is to my mind chiefly due to our determination to make community
~allege archaeology truly community-oriented and open.
And if one works iu a
community where the native population can remember the places being excavated, ~. t
i.s necessary for the archaeologist to not only consider their opinions on what ~.3
bein.g done but to also actively involve the community as much as possible. It i.:i
my hope that as archaeological work proceeds in the Skagit area, more and more
community involvement will take place. I also believe that there could be no
better repository of native American materials than a public and local museum
operated by the descendants of the people whose remains are housed in it.
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It is possible that if netive Americans were to acquire some control over the
materials which havs beP.n heretofore the realm of the archaeologist and collector,
perhaps much mutual good would ensue. Certainly it would not be necessary for the
descendants to destroy the goods of their ancestors in order to keep them out of
-1-

the hands of government and collectors. It might also not be necessary for
netive Americans to enact legislation to prevent all archaeologists from excavating and hiding their artifacts in archives and inaccessible museums. This is
my conclusion, formulated after my years · of contact at Swinomish. I am aware that
many native Americans and ~rchaeologists/collectors/government officials might
disagree. However, a program of mutual cooperation has worked in my area of work
and could work elsewhere.
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THE EDITOR'S FINAL REPORT
Archaeology deals with the succession of cultures, of technologic
sequences,

an~

somewhere in the plethora of these times it seems

appropriate that an editorial succession be made.

My veiled threats

to retire are no longer veiled; they are now a reality.

Ms. · Lee

Bennett, the author of the last Occassional Paper has agreed to take
the

res~oncibility

editorial conunittee

of the editor and act as the chairman of the
re~ently

chosen under the new regime of our first

Ms. Astrida Onat, president elect, has broken
the long reign of 1I12.le heirs which has been since the beginning of
the Society. Further, there will be considerable change in the
management of WAS through activation of all members, too often
ignored in the persistence of the old guard in remaining at the
switch. This old guard will phase out by June, remaining as advisor
only during the intervening months to make the transition easier.
There are new ideas in the making of your first issue of the
ARCHAEOLOGIST for 1973. You can expect the newsletter to be a
bit late because of the transition, but it will reach you, nevertheless, by March. Thus we build our middens, with new bones, new
artifacts, and new features in the upper horizons.
non-male president.
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DEL NORDQUIST

•
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YEARLY REPORT
THE WASHINGTON ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
1972
The Society started the New Year out with a new meeting place at Seattle Public
Library's main branch. Our first program of the year was on Northwest Indian Art.
Bill Holm of the Burke Memorial Washington State Museum was our first guest of the
year. Much of the early part of 1972 was spent in speculating on the arrival of
Dr. Lewis Leakey in Seattle ··1uring the month of March. Because of Dr. Leakey ' s
poor health, the Society was discouraged from holding any kind of a public
reception; however, several members were able to attend his lecture on the
University of Washington campus.
Steve Kenady spoke in February on the excavations at Kettle Falls and Garrison
Bay. By popular request, Bill Holm returned in April to go into the details of
the "Potlatch Ceremony of the Northwest Indians."
During the month of May, Gil Erickson and Connie Wood, junior and senior members
respectively, gave a joint presentation on Mexican archaeology.
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Some 34 members and friends were able to participate in field activities under the
direction of Astrida Onat at the "Fish Town" site during the sunnner. With the
coming of fall, Gerald Hedlund, instructor at Green River Community College, gave
a repor·t on his surmner excavations near Enumclaw.
John Putnam's home was again the site of a classification session in the month of
October. Small groups of members were given artifacts and asked to nQ~ only
classify them but to be able to state the basis on which the items had been
designated.
Berry Cambern and Del Nordquist teamed together to locate the Polynesia Restaurant
on Pier 51 as the site for our annual banquet. David Munsell, Western Washington
Highway Archaeologist, spoke on "New Ideas Concerning the Olcott Phase in Western
Washington." Society members were treated to a yearly dividend when David Rice,
a long-time member of the Society, and David Munsell exchanged questions, anowers,
&nd comments dealing with this exciting aspect of Northwest prehistory.
Perhaps the most exciting piece of news this year was a letter from our Vi~e
President, Astrida Onat, inviting the Society to make its home in her new
archaeology laboratory at Seattle Community College's Central Campus on B~cad~~y.
It looks as if we will finally get Del Nordquist's garage cleaned out and in a
reasonable length of time, perhaps by this surmner, the library, records, and
various collections will be housed in a central location which in the future
promises to serve the Society's interests well •

•

JOHN KORUGA
President 1971 & 1972
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The following letter and description of the Washington Archaeological Research
Center was recently received from Mr. Harvey

s.

Rice, Assistant Director.
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Since it addresses itself to the membership it is printed in toto.
WASHINGTON ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH CENTER
Washington State University
Pullman, Washington 99163
February 1, 1973
Mr. Delmar Nordquist
Washington Archaeological Society
10421 26th Avenue Southwest
Seattle, Washington 98146
Dear Del:
Following is an article on the Washington Archaeological Research Center
that could be printed in the Washington Archaeologist if you wish to do so.
The Washington Archaeological Research Center has recently come into
existence. Located at Washington State University at Pullman, the Centet was
formed when many of the professional archaeologists and members of the amateur•
societies of the state recognized the need for a center for collecting and
distributing archaeological dsua and where, in cooperation with archaeologists
at the University of Washington, Washington State University, the State Colleges,
the Community Colleges and the archaeological societies within the State,
archaeological expertise would be available for representatives of State and
Federal agencies, local group3, schools, and private citizens.
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In the organizational structure of the Washington Archaeological Research
Center, there is a Joint Scientific Committee and an Advisory Council. Officers
of the Mid-Columbia Archaeological Society and of the WaDhington Archaeological
Society are included on the Joint Scientific Committee and/or the Advisory
Council. Dr. Richard D. Daugherty is the Director of the Center and Mr. Harvey
s. Rice is the Assistant Director.
Specifically, the programs and activities of the Center are as follows:
a. Maintain an up-to-date record of the locations of all known
archaeological sites within the State.
b. Maintain a library of all publications and manuscripts relating to
the archaeology of the State.
c. Maintain an inventory of the location of archaeological collections
within the State.
d. Provide a resource center (in cooperation with archaeologists at other
institutions) where State and Federal agencies, schools, and private citizens
can obtain information about archaeology within the State.
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e. Initiate and carry out archaeological
¥ashington in cooperation wtth archaeologist~
throughout the State.

res~rch

at

within the State of
Universities and Colleges

f. Publish technical and popular studies concerning the archaeology of
Washington.
g. Solicit grant funds from Federal, State, and private sources and
administer such funds for archaeological investigations within the State of
Washington.
h. Award grant funds in support of archaeological research within the
State of Washington.
The cooperation of the membership of the Washington Archaeological Socie~y
is requested to accomplish the goals of the Washington Archaeological Research
Center.

•

One of the activities of the Center that could be participated in
inmediately by members of your society is the inventory of archaeological collections within the state. Collections constitute potentially valuable research
data.~ For example, Mrs. Ann Monseth Irwin who is currently conducting excavations at the Lind Coulee site in Eastern Washington is trying to locate collections that contain "crescents" that can be compared to the Lind Coulee specimens •
Information that would be most useful in assembling a file on the location
of collections would be:
a.

The present location of the collection;

b.

The owner and his address and phone number;

c. The nature of the collection, i.e., what, in general, does it
contain; and
d.

The general area from which it was collected •.

If the members of your society could provide this information on their collections,
it would be of great value for future research.
It is sincerely hoped that the activities and interests of professional
and amateur archaeologists can be enriched through a closer association of the
two groups and that the Washington Archaeological Research Center can provide
services to all who are interested in the prehistory of the State. Please feel
free to write us on any matter concerning archaeology.
Regards,

•

•

Harvey s. Rice
Assistant Director
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