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REPORT ON SPRING, SUMMER, AND
FALL ACTIVITIES AT 4SSN100
by Bob Beattie
Dodging raindrops was one of our major activities this summer. Even
with poor weather, we were able to spend 17 field days on the site and one
field trip to Neah Bay and Cape Alava. Averaging five diggers per field
day gives us 85 people days for the season. A few of the early days were
spent in housekeeping and construction of pit covers. Theses members who
have not visited the site this season will be glad to know we now have a
stile to cross the fence--no more barbed wire wounds.
We are fortunate to have Lee Mahler in our group, as he knows surveying
techniques and with Scot Beattie as his chain man, was able to reconstruct
data points and pit locations. Lee also placed level stakes and stake
protectors for each pit, which makes it much easier to maintain controlled
levels. The stake protector has the pit designation and its level. All of
this information is recorded on the master site chart for easy reference.
Next season Lee will confirm (or redo) the contour lines on the site chart.
He also plans to relate this year's survey to the former work done on the
wet component of the site.
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President John Putnam suggested we devise some sort of covers for
the pits, as a few are now down to four feet or so, and present a danger to
the stock that pass through the site for water. We constructed 6 x 6 foot
plywood "A" frame type covers which can be handled by one person and seem
to work well. Scot assembled the covers on the site and also gave them two
coats of wood preservative (donated by John Putnam).
We found the best system was to assign pits to individuals or pairs.
Ideally, each of us could work in any pit on any given day with the same
eventual results, but we do not have an ideal situation. Our work
progresses so slowly that we lose continuity if one person is not responsible
for records and artifacts.
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Each pit has a "pit bag" which contains a field record book with
photogrid and photo-labels, pre-labeled viles for: artifacts, soil samples,
charcoal samples·, individual obsidian pieces, etc. The "pit bag" also has
plastic boxes and bags for larger artifacts and samples. There is also a
"master" bag with a supply of extra viles and so forth. Individuals are
responsible for their ''pit bags" and records.
Fire broken rocks are weighed for each level for future distribution
analysis. The charcoal samples are taken from each level for possible
future carbon 14 dating. Soil samples are collected for: pollen studies,
pH d~termination, and floatation procedures.
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As obsidian hydration dating is a method that can be done by the
informed amateur, we collect the obsidian pieces in separate viles
carefully labeled as to exact depth, BD. We also measure the temperature
twelve inches into the wall at that level. However, there is some question
that many of our obsidian pieces are big enough to be effectually studied.
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The winter months won't be dull if we are able to carry through on
the lab procedures necessary to complete the work generated by the summer
activities. Artifact labeling and storage are also planned for the "off"
season. Astrida Onat has offered us th·e use of her lab at Seattle Central
Community College and John Putnam has offered us his lab facilities. All
members are welcome to these sessions, even though they may not have been
able to do site work this season. We are all in the study together and we
welcome help and suggestions.
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Some interesting things were unearthed this season. We calculated
that we removed 200 cubic feet of soil and in this we found scrapers,
microb lades'· gravers, points, cobble tools, a few cores, and many flakes.
The soil itself presents a most interesting study. No scrape of
the trowel is without some cultural material: ash, charcoal, bone fragments,
stains of perishable material, nodules of fire hardened clay and other
products of fire. It is quite possible that all that material between
the artifacts could tell us a good deal more about the folks that lived there
than the lithic material itself, if we just knew more about how to analyze
all that material that winds up in a pile of tailings. We know color,
texture, pH, floatation, etc., but this does not seem enough as we scrape,
scrape it all away. Alas, the fear of all diggers: what are we destroying
today that we wi 11 learn later should have been given the "x, y, z" analysis?
We can only do the best we know how at the moment and hope that our methods
are worthy of study in relation to the "big picture".
Individual members did some fine work this summer. They were:
(1) Lola Settle continued her work on sketching and study of the flora
on the site. This will be helpful when we do pollen studies. So far as
we know, no paleopollen work has been done in the Snoqualmie Valley that
dates to 2000 BP. Lola also did a good deal of excavating in her pit
(F23R3). She found many flakes, scrapers, microblades, etc. Recently she
discovered some interesting stains--reddish brown thin strips. They look
as though they could be remains of completely degraded basket or weir pieces.
Just to complicate things, Lola found a modern lead fishing weight, 42 inches
BO. I am sure she can explain this find!
(2) Patty Jo Wells uncovered two features in her pit (F20Rl6). One was
a small (12") circle of smooth rocks. The rocks were mostly small and not
fire broken. It looked like a small fire pit, but no particular evidence
of fire was found. John Putnam suggested it was a cooking basket rest.
The other interesting feature is a well-circumscribed round (11") hole
surrounded by what could have been backfill. The hole has a flat bottom at
right angles to the vertical sides and is situated off-center near one wall
of what we consider the backfill hole. We have learned from other sources
that the Indians of this general area set their house posts in this manner.
Patty has done some very' careful work on these two features, using good
excavation techniques and keeping detailed records. She plans to continue
work on these features next season. By carefully studying all of the material
around this hole, she hopes to determine which side of the hole was outside
the house and which side was inside the house (if indeed such a house did
exist here).
(3) Charles Kelley continued his careful work on F20R16 (?) in the woods.
Four feet in three years is careful excavating, considering he spent more
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days on the site than anyone. His pit is most unique. It is on a bench
that rises two-to-three feet above the slope to the river. The soil is
black and greasy with lots of ash, charcoal and degraded bone. This and
the many rock features suggest that it is a long-used cooking area. This
season Charles excavated ·around a feature distinctly layered with ash, pea
gravel and large pieces of charcoal topped by soil. It has been suggested
that this is a cooking oven. We are all anxious to see what next season
offers in this most interesting area.
(4) Millie Thorsen opened a new pit (Fl9R15) just adjacent to Charles
in the woods. A new pit is always exciting, expecially in this upper
area where there is no overburden and cultural material is found just below
the sod. Millie is now down to six-to-eight inches and has found many
interesting artifacts: points, scrapers·, microblades, etc. Her pit will
help us determine the extent of the cooking area fol.llld by Charles.
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We had help from several people who were able to make it
occasionally. Among those were: Forester Woodruff, Ann
Nordquist, Brian and Kathy Roberts, John Drobnick, Kathy
Smith and John Putnam . John spent most of the summer in
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We took a weekend off for a field trip to Neah Bay and the Ozette
project. We spent Saturday P.M. at the Neah Bay lab where we had an
interesting lecture and tour of the lab by project conservator Gerry Grosso.
The lab contains the preserved perishable material from the site. Late
Saturday afternoon we drove to Lake Ozette and then hiked the four miles
to the beach where we camped for the night. The weather was clear and
calm. We were treated to a beautiful sunset followed by a starry night,
the likes of which we seldom see in the city.
·
Sunday morning we visited the Cape Alava site where project
director Dr. Daugherty was waiting to escort us on a tour of the site.
He gave us a talk on what was there and what had been there years before.
He is an effective speaker, and to hear all this while standing on the
site was quite an experience for a group of weekend diggers. We left the
site around noon for the hike back to Lake Ozette and home. We will do
it again next year.
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All in all it was a good season--lots of work but also lots of
good times. We feel some good work was done but, as usual, we
constantly generate more questions than answers. Our major problem
remains a lack of people. We average four or five per field day--we
need four times this to carry out ·our plans for next year. We plan a
trenching project which is a big undertaking for our group. So make your
1977 pl.ans to include some ~iggi_ng days at our unique site .
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A REPORT ON A CONFERENCE CONCERNING HISTORIC PRESERVATION HELD AT ELLENSBURG,
WASHINGTON, ON NOV. 12 - 14.

~

by Lee A. Bennett
Together with the Kittitas Cotmty Historical Society, the Washington
Trust fo.r Historic Preservation sponsored a three-day conference on the
many considerations of historic preservation. The meeting was well attended
by persons representing both State and Federal agencies, local historical
societies, local archaeological societies, professionals from concerned
colleges and private comp.anies, and lots of interested "unattached" people.
The several papers presented at the conference were primarily
concerned with the theories behind the "nreservation movement". This state
has recently enacted two l~ws which will. serve to establish a means by
which historic structure and/or sites can be preserved from destruction.
Before the next legislative session the state agency charged with the duties
of overseeing archaeological and historic preservation will be hard at work
putting the finishing touches on bills to be introduced which will offer
incen.ti ves and other methods for saving our country's historic resources.
If anyone is interested in learning more about which bills are pertinent
or their progress through the legislature, they can contact the State
Office of Public Archaeol_ogy and Historic Preservat:i.on located in Olympia.
Of interest to the archaeologists in.the group was how archaeological
sites articulate with historic sites. While the wording of the laws
stress "historic" rather than "archaeological", at least one representative
of this state office with whom I spoke saw little difficulty in extending
the laws to effectively cover archaeological materials. During the fin.a l
session Sunday members of Federal, State and local societies, together
with a representative of the Washington Archaeological Research Center,
presented a panel discussion addressed to this very question. The
consensus was that the State Office of Public Archaeology and Historic
Preservation would contine working closely with WARC concerning such
materials. The issue of funding for both historic and archaeological
preservation was also mentione·d with hope expressed by all that means
could be found to adequately support all facets of preservation.
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Since this was the first annual conference for the group a good
deal of ground work had to be laid. Money for preservation is a great
concern·, naturally, and cornmi ttees were selected to look into several
methods of acquiring funds. One walked away from this conference with
a positive feeling: here was a group both interested and capable of
pursuing the many angles of pre.s ervation. I believe we can look
forward to monies and methods for saving our state's historic materials.

•

5

•

REVIEW OF A NEW PERIODICAL:

AMATEUR ARCHAEOLOGIST

by Bob Beattie
Hurrah! A periodical directed to the amateur. "The 'Amateur
Archaeologist' will attempt to develop a professional attitude in the
great numbers of people out there who take part in archaeology in one
form or another." So says Dan Vap, editor and publisher, in Volume I,
Number 1 of "Amateur Archaeol_o gist".
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The first issue had an in-depth article on the Koster Site in
Illinois where professional, amateur and student work side-by-side.
The site has 14 separate and well-preserved villages dating from A.D.
1200 at the surface to 6800 B.C. at a depth of 34 feet. Their work
has brought new insight into village life in the Archaic period.
Other articles cover a wide spectrum of interest to the amateur.
One on the use of computers in archaeology gives us a glimpse into
what the future may hold for pre-history research. There are interviews
with well-known amateurs and professionals, and an interesting feature
of short articles called "Time Traveller". The book reviews are
thoughtful but candid.
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The Washington Archaeological Society will have a copy in our
library at Seattle Central Conimuni ty College (Broadway-Edison Building,
room 4105). For those interested in a subscription (I feel this
quarterly needs our support), send $8.00 to:
Amateur Archaeologist
P • 0 • Box 8012 .
Wichita, Kansas 62708

*****************************************************************************
*****************************************************************************
*****************************************************************************
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OUR OWN PUBLICATION NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT TOO. IF YOU HAVE READ ANY INTERESTING
BOOKS ON ARCHAEOLOGY LATELY, SHARE YOUR IMPRESSIONS WITH ALL OF US BY WRITING
A BOOK REVIEW. IF YOU AND YOUR FAMILY VISITED SOME ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES THIS
SUMMER, ALL OF US WOULD LIKE TO HEAR OF YOUR ADVENTURES. PLEASE SUBMIT THOSE
ARTICLES ON AND ABOUT ARCHAEOLOGY TO THE SOCIETY. THIS IS YOUR SOCIETY, AND
THE WASHINGTON ARCHAEOLOGIST IS YOUR PUBLICATION. LETS HEAR FROM ALL OF YOU!
*****************************************************************************
*****************************************************************************
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