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W - A - S SUMMER ACTIVITIES 

Very little field activity at 45 SN 100 this season. The time spent at the 
site was all clean-up work from the devastation done by unknown "pot hunters. 11 

They dug into the trench on either side for about 10 feet, at one place 
extending into the wall three feet. 

Needless to say, this activity obliterated the stratigraphy on the trench walls. 
We are still in the process of cleaning up ·and squaring the walls. They dumped 
their tailings into the trench. 

That is the bad news. The good news is that we had two successful, though 
poorly attended, field trips. 

The trip to Vancouver, B.C., and the anthro museums at U.B.C. was, as always, 
delightful. The new sculpture of 11 The Creation" by Bill Reed is magnificent. 

An afternoon visit to the Renton site was interesting from the standpoint of 
seeing the excavation of the remains of a longhouse. The inside-outside aspect 
of the house was very evident by the marked difference in stratigraphy. We find 
no such clear cut differences at SN 100. 

• 

Jim Chatters of the Department of Public Archaeology was our host and guide for 
the afternoon. As project director, Jim is involved with legal rights, fishing 
rights, as wel.l as the archaeological responsibilities. We had an interesting • 
discussion on the comparison of lithics from Renton with those of SN 100. 

Work is progressing on the Occasional Paper covering the last 20 years at SN 100. 
John Putnam and his corrmittee have most of the material organized. The hold-up 
seems to be an update of the lithics being done by Bob Beattie. It will be done 
by the 1 ast of November, 1980 (?). ' 

We are fortunate to have in this issue a paper by Don Miles which gives us some 
much needed information on the history of the railroad activities in the area 
of SN 100. Don has spent a great deal of time poring over the dusty trails of 
old railroad records. 

Don has also written a paper relating all this information in map form to our 
area. This will appear in a subsequent issue. Both papers will be in the next 
Occasional Paper. 

The October issue of Pacific Northwest has interesting news item regarding 
Dr. Richard Daugherty of the Washington State University Archy Department. 
He had heart surgery in which part of the incision was done with an obsidian 
blade. Strike one for early man and his tool kit. 

BB:db 
11/20/80 

J 

Bob Beattie 

• 



• CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE, ST. PAUL AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY 

AT 

45 SN 100 

By Don Miles 

During historical accountings of activities which occurred, on or nearby, the 
45 SN 100 site, it was disco.vered · that the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and 
Pacific Railroad Company (henc.eforth to be called the "Ra.ilroad") was actually 
located in a different positi~n than at present. Early Railroad construction 
had been carried out near the Snoqualmie River, . but spring ·runoff caused ero
sion to the road bed and it was relricated to the east. Because of the proxim-
,ity ~f the new Railroad · to the archaeological site ~nd with the knowledge that 
the original Railroad was located between it and the river, it was deemed quite 
important to accurately locate these activities that occurred. The following 
acceunt i ng is a synopsis of the research on the .Ra i 1 road .. 

I • I 

The Railroad, as do mosi tran~porta~ion routes, has a designation or name by 
which its owner may refer to so that location of specific . points can be made. 

• The line passiing through the 45 SN 100 site has been .des:ignated the: 
Everett Line - Coast Dtvision 

Chicag.o, Milwaukee & St. Paul' Railway Co. 

The line traversed a course from Fall City to 'Everett, being measured from its 
early point of origin at Fall City, in feet. The distan~e was determined in 
stations, which is a 1ength of 100 feet. ~tations are further broken down to 
read as follo~s: stations + f~et + tenths of feet. An example would be writ
ten 828+00.00, which is the approximate station o.f the present line near which 
the 45 SN 100. site is . located. It is important, then, to study old records in 
the vicinity of station 828+QO.OO to obtain historical data pertaining to the · 
site .. Pr-eliminary lines (P-lines), Location lines (L-lines). ·and other routes 
of planning will ha.ve a stationing with a similar stationing .as that of the fi
nal chose~ route on which the railbed was constructed. 

I ' 

Historical1y, the Railroad slips into the saga of 45 SN 100 be~ween 1898 and 
1908, at which time, the Company was making a determinatjon tQat a line in the 
Snoqualmi~ River was. economically sound and the field reconnaissance had in~ 
dicated that ~ts construction was feasible. Preliminary routes were selected 
in Noyember of 1909, of which there were several. In December of 1909 the top
ography of several of the routes was started. We find i~ the records that a 
good share of the field books compiled prior to the fall of 1909 were lost in 
an office tent fire at Fall City on January 4, 1910. Fortunately, the crews 
in the field must have been carrying the latest survey work as the 1909 records 
still are ava~lable. It is unfortun~te that ·data from the reconn~issance period 

• were destroyed, however, these ,events cr~ate history. 



In the spring of 1910, the Railroad proc~eded to acquire the land on which to • 
construct the railbed. On May 6, 1910, they finalized negotiations with 
Mr. A. Biderbost, at which time, they secured a warranty deed for a 100 foot 
strip of property. Cash and· land trading were made a part of this transaction. 

Construction began on the road bed in the fall of 1910. The daily field con
struction log was not located in the railroad dead files, although, it is known 
to exist somewhere in the files. Pile driving records show that pilings were 
driven in the vicinity of the 45 SN 100 station. A limited amount of filling, 
except for ballast on the level ground, was used. Material orders advise that 
the piling for permanent work were cedar. No treatment was indicated on the 
wood. The completion of the Everett to Fall City route was accomplished June 30, 
1915. We must assume that the Railroad was open for the travel and movement of 
wood products shortly thereafter. Figure 1 shows the Railroad horizontal sur
vey control. It includes all revisions to date. 

The records from the surveys of the early days are not loaded with great de
tail, but then, each small sliver of data assists in putting the total pic
ture together. The 1909 topographic survey, of which there are at least 6 
runs through the vicinity, show the lay of the land where 45 SN 100 is situ
ated. The record advises that the land near the river was covered heavily 
with downed timber which had already been fallen. Brush had begun to grow 
very thick and one could find quite a high density of small Douglas Fir two 
inches to three inches in diameter. 

The survey shows the stream in a similar configuration as it is now. To the • 
north of the stream the surveyor indicates that there had been a road con-
structed that ran east and west approaching the river bank. The soil find-
ings point to gravel on the bench north of the creek. The subsoil investi-
gation, also, lists the finding of gravel. North of the road, but still in 
the vicinity of the dirt road, we find . a pole with wire line. The survey 
lists the line as a private telephone line. This man-made structure runs 
next to an abandoned shingle bolt chute. Still further north, we find cul-
tivation of the river bench. See Figure 2 

South of the small stream the subsoil investigation lists the material found 
as being a sandy soil. Subsurface soil, no depth given, advises of gravel 
being encountered. The surveyor~ datas list Mr. A. Biderbost as being owner 
of the property at the 45 SN 100 site. It suggests that he had, also, re
cently purchased cleared land adjacent to, and south of., the King County line. 
The land had been logged and much of the land to the south of 45 SN 100, main
ly in King County, had begun to turn to agriculture. The Cherry Valley Trans
portation Company was already operating trains up Cherry Creek from the Sno
qualmie River. The logs were moved to the river, there rafted in booms, and 
moved down the river for milling. The Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul, and Paci
fic Railroad Company purchased the Cherry Valley Transportation Company for 
inclusion in their Railroad expansion. 

The location study conducted a level survey along the proposed routes ·separ
ate from the topographic survey and right-of-way versus ownership survey. 
This level survey registered the elevation of the land area on which 45 SN 100 • 
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is situated to be at elevation 32 and 33. feet at railbed center line. The 
creek elevation is shown to be about elevatio.n 25 to 26 feet qt railbed cen
ter line. These elevations are very close tp those elevations which were de
tennined as the original ground elevations at the plotting of tthe first Rail-

·road bed location. See Figure 3, also Figure 1,. The original ground ·eleva
tion is assumed to 'be that as surveyed and plotted from the Washington 'Archae
ol'ogical Society site survey of 45 SN 100. Again, it is· unfortunate that we 
do not find the Railroad el~vation plan for the first location, but we must 
assume that this drawing was destroyed when the r.oad bed wa.s· re 1 ocated to the 
east. The eastern route, being constructed in 1924 and 1925, was, at this 
time, raised to a higher mo~e inland position -to prevent river erosion. This 
1 ocat ion of road bed number-, which is that of today, is shown in . the elevation 
plan. See Figure 4. The records indicate th~t the Railroad locqtion #1 tra
versed across the s.i te on Pn i ng which was primarily for the purpose of bri dg
i ng the creek. The trestle, however, being more easily contructed than moving 
earth in 1915, was then carried a farther distance · both north and south of the 
small creek. A telegraph line was erected on poles along this first road bed 
location, probably on the eastern side. 

Construction, of the relocated road bed in 1925 and 1926 indicates a much more 
advanced use of technology. Earth moving was more easily accomplished, thus, 
the l~rge fi~l north of the site was constructed by importing gravel from a. 
distant ~ite. It is .most probable that the ~aterial came from a borrow pit near 
the Monroe Honor Farm. The material was moved by rail car. There is; also, a 
possjbility that the material came from the Stillwater borrow pit. A concrete 
culvert was installed for the small creek. Directly east of the 45 SN 100 s~te, 
we find a small cut through which the railbed pa~ses. This material which was 
excavated. was most p~obably excavated by a railroad steam shovel and side cast 
next to the railbed. It is possibl~, then, that the sm~ll rtse in earth be
tween the new rail be·d location and the 45 SN 100 may be m'a teri al ex ca va ted f ram 
the .new roadbed and . deposited ' on top of the original ground . . The depth of ex- · 
cavation is minimal and could contain considerable cultural material. This · 
earth would De in place in r·everse order. : A telegraph Jine was erected on ·the 
east. edge of the ra i1 bed. . · . · . ' 

Figure 4 ~ndicated t~at the Railroad obtained ari additional 100 feet of width 
in . right-of-way to accomplish the roadbed relocation. While doing this, they 
do not appear to have · sold or ~acated their int~rest in the original 100 foot 
right-of-way, but in fact, own a 20d foot width of land at the 45 SN 100 site. 

' . 
In 1954 the W~shington State Highway Department ~etitioned the Railroad for pur-
chase or easement of land just east of the Railroad right-of-way adjacent to 
45 SN 100. This land to be used for ' the · construction of new highway align-
ment was sold·. on October 19, 1954. Earthwork accomplishe,d by the highway con
struction, however, appears to have had little, be.aring or rel.ation'ship ta the 
actual archaeological site. 

An a~sumption can then be mad~, that any agricult~re which might of occurred on 
the 45 SN 100, probably happened after 1926 and before 1958. Further observa
tion on the site would indicate that this agriculture acti'vity was i most probably 
nothing more than the clearing pf brush, or at times the cutting and harvesting 
of grasses and hay, but probably very 1 ittle disturbance .o'n the grG>und su.rfac~. 
That disturbance that did occur would have been the destruction of the original 
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rail trestle, the driving of farm equipm~nt, and the walking of livestock. De- • 
bris which might be found on the surface, or a short distance under the surface, 
would be spoils from the Railroad; coal, rock, iron components, wood, as well as, 
historical side casting. Additional similar items from the agriculture process, 
as well as, bones from livestock remains are also a probability. Trestle piling 
stubs could possibly be found at the farthest depths, resting on or slightly pene
trating into the bearing soil. No record is available as to the spacing of trestle 
piles or telegraph poles. 

At present, the records of survey and construction are in storage in a poorly pro
tected area of the freight warehouse of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul, and 
Pacific Railroad Company in Tacoma. The Engineer in charge has made these records 
available for study. They are difficult to research, as the records are not in
dexed or cataloged. Presently, however, the Railroad has had financial difficul
ty and has closed out its operations. We, as Washington Archaeological Society, 
requested that the survey records of the abandoned line be given to the soci'ety 
if they were to be disposed of. At this time, we have had no response to the re
quest. 

Figure 5 

Figure 5 allows the research to compare the rail line stationing on the land 
purchases to the stationing of the finished road bed. It is not expected that 
the sta tioning would be .exact but it shou ld compare in genera l . 
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Figure 6 indicates the dimensions of the 
land which the railroad company believes 
it owns at the present time. 
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