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• ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES IN DECEPTION PASR 8TATE PARK 

Located within the boundaries of Deception Pass State Park are 

five well-defined archeological sites and also several smaller, sites 

that are not so clearly defined. The five sites are located on the 

enclosed map {see map 1) and are briefly described in this paper. 

It shall be the purpose of this paper to locate and describe 

briefly these five Deception Pass Park sites in the hope that this 

may insure preservation of what remains of these sites for future 

ar~heological investigation. One of the sites, at Cranberry Lake, 

has already been destroyed by a parking lot and bathing beach im

provements, and it is likely that the need for further park improve-

• ments may increase pressure on the Park Department to expand 

facilities in other areas. It is also hoped that this paper may 

help direct future archeological exploration in the Park and so a 

partial evaluation of the five well-defined archeological sites 

has been given here along with their locations. 

• 

LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF SITES: 

1. The Bowman's Bay site (see figure 1) is located approximately 

7 feet above high tide level at the northwest end of Bowman's Bay. 

The site extends for approximately 200 yards along the bay from 

east to west and for approximately 100 feet or more inland in some 

areas. At present, a campground is located behind the site, and the 

western-most of the cookhouses is located on it. Some midden 

material can be observed along the low bank above the beach at the 
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western end of the site. Deposl·ti.on. of" ~bout -two .feet can be 

observed, includi ng charcoal, shells and various fire-broken rocks. 

At present, the site has some large firs, cedars and hemlocks 

growing on it, but most of the site is in lawn, with only a small 

portion covered with uncleared brush. 

The site on Bowman's Bay would offer little in the way of 

logistic problems to archeological excavation. The campground is 

within a few feet of the site and offers easy access for any potential 

development or digging. The site , for the most part, is cleared 

and fairly well defined. The one major problem in attempting to 

excavate or test this site would be keeping interested tourists out 

• of the pits. The close proximity of the campground, however, might 

make necessary surveillance possible. 

• 

2. The large site located on the southwest side of Cornett 

Bay (see figure 2) has been tested by an archeological team from the 

University of Washington. This is a large and well-defined site which 

lies between two projecting points of rock near the head of the bay. 

The site extends for about 150 yards along a rather muddy beach. 

The greatest part of the site is covered with a rather dense growth 

of brush and numerous large trees. A test pit dug by the University 

of Washington* is located near the center of the site, but is very 

small in comparison to deposition and the overall area of the site. 

* The author was unable to find published reports on these excavations. 
It is the author's opinion that the excavations were not extensive 
enough for more than test purposes. The dig was observed in 
progress by the author approximately fifteen years ago. 
Editorial Comment: Is it possible that the author refers to the 
WAS work? Since the Mr. Hedlund apparently had not had reference 

. to the ARCHAEOLOGIST'S report on Cornet Bay, it is republished in 
this issue. 
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The pit itself covers an area approximately 40 feet by 30 feet and 

is about four feet deep. 

The stratigraphy of the site looks quite promising as observed 

in places along the bank facing the beach. Part of the site shows 

as much as four feet of deposited material, and it is possible that 

behind this bank even greater midden deposition may exist. Shells 

of different species, charcoal and fine crushed rock were observed 

in places along the exposed bank and in bare spots elsewhere along 

the beach. Also, the author has found two recognizable elk antler 

tools, as well as other mammal and fish bone material on the site. 

Logistically, a dig in this area of any serious proportion 

• would involve clearing heavy brush and trees before excavation 

could be undertaken. Also, the site is close to a park recreational 

camp, and there are many cabins and lodges only a few yards away. 

(In fact, it is quite likely that these cabins and lodges occupy 

part of what was once a very large site at the head of the bay.) 

Any summer excavation would be handicapped by the nature of this 

recreational camp and swarms of "helpful" youth. 

It should also be mentioned that other smaller sites may exist 

along the east side of Cornett Bay, but most of the better settlement 

places on that side have been used for residences for many years, 

and the possibility of much archeology being done there is unlikely. 

Some midden material was also observed by the author near Hoypus 

Point, but any sites in that area would be quite small due to 

• geographic limitations, such as a very limited amount of level 

ground above the beach. 
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3. The Rosario_ Beach site (see f'i gnre 3) j_s one of the largest 

sites in the park, being exceeded in size only by the Cornett Bay 

site. The Rosario site is one of the more open sites in the park 

and has been accessible to the general public as a picnic and re

creational site longer than any of the other areas in the park. 

Most of the site area is now cleared and, from its general appear

ance, has been since its occupation by the Northwest Coast Indians. 

One of the most interesting things about the site is that 

depressions can be seen on the open field in the picnic area, which 

probably mark the site of Indian structures. Some of the depressions 

are quite long and narrow, which tends to give the impression of 

• conforming to the general pattern of Northwest Coast longhouses. 

(p. 26, Drucker). 

• 

Midden material, which can be observed along the banks that 

overlook two beaches (since the site occupies a point), indicates 

as much as three feet of deposition in places. The usual shell 

material, as well as charcoal and other evidence of fire, was ob

served by the author along with some unidentified mammal and bird 

bones. 

There is another part of this site which lies about 100 yards 

east of the main site. This small site (see figure 5) is located 

on a projecting point of land that is connected to the mainland 

only by a very narrow ridge of ground and lies about thirty feet 

above the rocky beach. The point itself contains around 300 square 

feet of semi-level and sloping ground. There is, nevertheless, 

distinct evidence of cultural material in the form of midden de

position on this point. 



• Page 5 

Both the site at Rosario and the adjacent pi·omontory were tested 

by the University of Washington summer field crew at the time the 

Cornett Bay Site was tested. Excavations at Rosario included a long 

test trench, approximately 70 feet by 5 feet, that cut lengthwise 

through one of the "house" depressions and also included a smaller 

test pit, approximately 10 feet by 5 feet, on the adjacent promontorye 

4. The West Point~·:site (see figure 4) is located on a sand bar 

which within historical times closed off Cranberry Lake from the salt 

water of the Sound. This site was probably more extensive at one time 

than it is at the present, especially to the north where a local re

sident reported that he had found artifacts and fire hearths in that 

area when the present parking lot was bulldozed out. What remains 

• for observation today is located on a bathing beach which is unually 

heavily pop~lated on summer afternoons. Bits of charcoal, shells 

and fire-cracked rocks occupy two long mounds and several smaller 

ones in this area. These mounds seem to be more resistant to the 

• 

ravages of wind, water and human erosion than the less compacted 

sediments around them. 

The chance of finding anything in this site useful to recon

struction of living conditions of the prehistoric inhabitants of the 

Northwest Coast is very unlikely. It certainly would be difficult 

field work on a warm summer day, but some digging, especially in winter 

or early spring is certainly in order. What does remain, however, is 

decreasing each year because of erosion from human 
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activity and weather. This is probably the one area of the park 

most urgently needing archeological salvage work if any is ever done 

to save what may remain of this site. 

5. The Lottie Bay site (see figure 5 and map 2) is located 

between two rocky promontories with another one projecting from the 

site. The site has two small sandy beaches associated with it and 

les near the west side of the entrance to Lottie Bay. The site 

has an unobstructed view of Deception Pass to the east, while to

ward the west lie the San Juans and the Straits of Juan de Fuca. 

West across Deception Pass is Whidby Island, and north are ridges 

covered with Douglas Fir and other evergreen trees, intersperced 

with Madrona and a few deciduous bushes and trees. The area around 

the site abounds with a dense cover of salal bushes. 

The site was ·first located by the author in 1960 while hiking 

in the park for the purpose of obtaining a view of Deception Pass 

Bridge. Part of the site is open and cleared and it was observed 

that midden material was exposed in the banks overlooking the two 

small beaches. On further investigation it was observed that 

depressions could be seen in the cleared area of the site. It 

seemed possible that, like the Rosario site, these depressions 

might indicate cultural features from early occupation. 

In the summer of 1968, Green River Community College was 

granted permission by the Washington State Park Department (Mr. 

Vince Henry of Skagit District) to conduct an exploratory excavation 

• of the site. The site was examined, and it was decided that a 

series of test pits five feet square would be dug on the cleared 
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point at the east end of the site. Four 0£ these pits (2, 4, 5, 

7 - see map 2) were excavated using arbitrary six inch levels for 

stratigraphy--down to bedrock. Deposition of cultural material, 

i.e., fire-broken rock, charcoal, shell, and to a lesser degree, 

bones were found as deep as 52 inches below the surface. 

The overall composition of materials found in excavation in

cluded a tremendous number of beach-worn and rounded rocks, mostly 

between three and six inches in diameter, in what appeared, in 

places, to be rock pavements. Also found were smaller pockets of 

sand, shell, and charcoal. The site also yielded three timbers 

lying in a north-south orientation. A few mammal bones were found 

• in the site, and a variety of shell fish remains were found , along 

with a few fish bones. 

• 

Artifacts discovered in the site were very few, and most of 

these were of a questionable nature as to use or actual manufacture. 

Two probable, but crude slate projectile points and two pieces of 

worked bone were found in the excavations. One of the bone pieces 

was 3/8 inch in diameter with a hole through the center and appeared 

to be a type of bead. The other bone was approximately one inch 

in diameter with a hole in the center. 

CONCLUSION: 

The site at the entrance to Lottie Bay is an interesting one, 

mainly, because of its peculiar geographic position. The site lies 
A 

ex.posed, for the most part, to the extremes of westerly weather 
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which would make life miserable :for mur.h o:f the year if it wer€' 

a permanently occupied site. The most abundant source of food 

would appear to have been shellfish, i.e., clams cockals, etc. 

There is not a good clam beach in the area, but a few can still be 

dug in Lottie Bay or Bowman's Bay. It would, however, be doubtful 

if many more clams existed here in earlier times. The very dense 

growth of salal on the site today may also be an indication of a 

seasonal occupance for berry picking, however, no seed analyses 

were done for the site. The importance of fishing, which might 

appear to be important, could not be determined from what has been 

dug so far • 

More excavation is needed to answer the following and other 

questions about this site: 

1. Was this a permanent (year-round) site? 

2. What was the economy of the site based upon? 

3. Why occupy such a difficult position geographically? 

4. How old is the site? 

5. How does it relate to other sites in the area? 

Future excavations would probably profit by digging in the 

more sheltered part of this site which is now covered by trees and 

brush • 
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figure 1: A view of the Bowman's Bay site, 
facing west 

figure 2: The Cornett Bay site, facing north 
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figure 3: The Rosario site, facing northeast 

• 

• figure 4: The West Point site, facing south 
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figure 5: The promontory at Rosario, 
facing south 

figure 6: The Lottie Bay site, facing east 
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NORTH SEATTLE COMMUNITY COLLEGE~---------!!""'---.---------... 
----- Community Services and 

Evening Programs 

MEMORANDUM July 9, 1971 

TO: 

FROM: 

In the closing moments of the last legislative session an 
item entitled Resolution Number 71-95 by Representatives 
Smith, Douthwaite, Lysen, Bradley, Luders, Bower, North, 
Connor and Smythe did manage to pass the Legislature. It 
deals with Indian artifacts and other archeological re
sources and points out their value to the state • 

In order that these be preserved, the Legislative Council 
is requested to study the matter of their conservation 
protection and management. The Washington State Archeo
logical Council, the Department of Natural Resources, the 
Department of Ecology, Washirigton State Historical Society, 
State Parks and Recreation Commission, Governor's Indian 
Advisors Committee and the Departments of Anthropology at 
the University of Washington and Washington State Univer
sity are asked to participate in the study which should 
result in recommendations for appropriate legislation in 
the near future. Professor Greengo, Jim Alexander, 
Richard Daugherty, Barney Flora and John Koruga, members . 
of the Coordinating Legislative Council, will represent 
the various professional and amateur organizations in this 
matter. Members are urged to forward their thoughts on 
these matters to any or all of these individuals. While 
some problems remain in getting these diverse organizations 
to agree on what is needed and who will handle it, we are 
at least a little further down the road toward meeting our 
objective of improved antiquity legislation. 

JK/csb 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Resolution No. 71-95 by Representatives Smith, Douthwaite, Lysen, 
Bradley, Luders, Bauer, North, Conner 
and Smythe 

WHEREAS, The State of Washington is rich in Indian artifacts and 
other archeological resources, which, if properly managed, may provide the 
basis for educational, research, and recreational programs, and might 
significantly augment the important and growing tourist industry in the 
State; and 

WHEREAS, While many areas of the State of Washington are well known 
archeologically, vast areas remain totally unexplored and their archeolog
ical resources remain unknown, and if any worthwhile vestige of the pre-

: history and the cultural heritage of this State is to survive, some form of 
:·1ong range planning and management of the archeological resources of this 

State is essential; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, By the House of Representatives, 
TI-lat it should be the policy of the State of Washington to preserve for 

· the inspiration and benefit of its people the artifacts, relics, structures, 
and other objects of Indian and other ancient cultures located within the 
State. 

BE IT FURT!~I'. !CS')LVED, Tha't "."he Lt'zi!:; l ar.ivc Council is - .... . 1es ted to 
study the entire mat.:.~r of conservation, pro,:ection, and management of 
Indian artifacts and other archeological •resources in the State oi 
Washington, and in the conduct of such study to consult with and obtain 
the views of the follm,· i.c.i, t_!,roups: (1) Washington St.r.L.: Aa.·cheological . 
Council; (l) J?c>pnrtm'-·nt ,,, . :~"tui:.:il Ht·:;ou·cc'-"!B; (3) D~p.u.lmt·nt o.t Ecolo~), 
(4) Washington State Historical Society; (S) State Parks and Recreation 
Conunission; (6) Governor's Indian Advisory Conunittee; (7) Department of 
Anthropology, University of Washington; and (8) Department of Anthropology, · 
Washington State University. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Legislative Council shall submit 
the results of such study, and the council's reconunendations fQr appropriate 
legislative action, to the next Regular Session of the Legislature, or to 
an earlier Special Session, if called, and if the study is completed by 
that time. · 

ADOPTED May 10, 1971. 

I hcreoy certify thi:. to be a true 
and correct copy of Resoiuti.on adopted 
by the House of Representatives 
May 10 .. 1971.. 

Malcoi · . McUcat:h, chief •;lcrk 
House of RcprcsuntatiVf?S 
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